The KENT and SUSSEX 


ih 


ASSOCIATION OF 


“BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


mall 


Comsistixe of thofe which meet at Aford, Sand 
burft, Smarden, Tenterden, and Folkfione, in Kent 3 
and at Battle, Rye, Wivelsfield, Lewes, and Bright- 
belmfton, in Sussex. 

the important Doétrines of Three Perfons in 
. the Divine Effence—Eternal, and Perfonal Eleétion to Holinefs here, 
and eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity of 
Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Juftification, by the 


| puted Righteoufnefs of Chrift alone—Effecacious Grace in abe, 
ration, and the perfeverance of the Saints to eternal Glory.] : 


ASSEMBLED ar RYE, 
‘The 1sth and Days of June, 1926. 


BREVIATES 


Au the vedi of the Churches met at three orelock in dhe | 
Meeting-houfe, and Brother Vine begtn in prayer ; and after finging . 


Pfalm cxxxiii. C. M. Brother Vidler preached from Rom. iii. 21. in 
the room of Brother Lizyd, who did not attend; then the 94th Hymx 


of Watts's firft Book was fung, and Brother Middleton concluded this 


‘ 
| 
eo 
- 
¢ 
f 
, 
¥ 
. 
+ 
gon 
4 


‘The names of the Meffengers were then called over :—Brother 

Vidler chofen the Moderator, and Brother Scott the Scribe. The Pre- 

‘ liminaries of the Affociation were read, and alfo the Letters of the re- 

 fpe&tive Churches in this conneétion ; after which, Brother Vidler pray- 
ed, and then adjourned the Affemibly at half paft five o’clock. 


‘The Meffengers met, purfuant to adjournment, at feven o'clock, and 


Brother Efpenett in prayer. 


A letter-was read from the Church at Rotherfield, defiring to be re- 
ftored as a branch of the Affociation, and it was reftored accordingly, 


The Rotherfield begging-cafe was thought worthy of recommenda- 
fae tion to thofe churches which have not yet contributed to it. 


ae _ Meffengers from the Church at Befell’s Green prefented a letter 
2a agreeable to the requeft of the laft year, defring to become a branch of 


‘The Brethren Purdy, and Middleton were appointed to con- 
 ftitute a Committee of 


A from the Charlfon Affociation in America, was and 


and the Moderator adjourned the Asfembly 


The Meffengers met, pufuant adjournment, at o'clock on 


- The Brethren Coe, Kennet, and Burt prayed. 


"The Circylar Letier, which toy Lloyd, was 


“The Coping, and Middleton were appointed to 
fpett, correét, and fuperintend the printing af Circular Letters. 


Brother” 
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Brother Purdy read a plan for an Affociation~Fund, : which was refer. 
red tothe Committee of Correfpondence, to be corfimunicated to the 
Churches. 


Brother Vidler prayed, and adjourned the Affambly at half patt 
eight o’clock. 


Public warthip began at ten o’clock, and was conduéted in the fol- 
lowing order: Sung, Watts Book ii. Hymn 69—Brother Aswood 
prayed—Sung, Rippon, Hymn 366—Brother Wake preached from Amos, 
iji. 6—Sung, Rippon, g9——Brother Yohn Davis of Waltham Abbey, 
prayed——Sung, Watts i. 138. Brother Copping preached ‘rom Ifa, 
liv. 2—Sung, Rippon, 426—-——Brother Middleton concluded in prayer. 


Adjourned at half paft one o’clock. 


The Meffengers met again at four ojelock. 


All the Churches_ in this conneCtion, were defired to communicate 
_ their fentiments on the fubjeét of the Affociation-Fund, by their Mef- 


fengers, at the next meeting. 


Tt was agreed that the Moderator fhould fign the Affociation-Book, 
in the name, and on the behalf of the whole = 


It was agreed to recommend the firft Wednefday i in November next, 
as aday of Fafting and aed to all the Churches. 


Tt was agreed to print the fate of the Churches , and par- 
as the American Brethren do. 


It was agreed, that in future, the Mefieagin of the Churches, do 


meet t by themfelves at the Inn. 


It was agreed that the next Affociation be held at: t Brightelnfon in 
Suffex, the firft Sueteg and Wednefday in June, 1792. 


It was “agreed that Brother Purdy thould draw up the next C'r. ular 
Letter, and that one of the following queftions be recommended to his 
eipntion, as the fubjeét of it, viz. 1. What are the beft evidences of 
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the grace of God in abeliever’s heart? 2. What is the figura view 
of the covenants of Werks and Grace ? 


Brother Lloyd was appointed to preach on the Tuefday evening ; and 
Brother Stanger on Wednefday ; ad in cafe of flase, Brother A- 
wood and Brother Wake. 


up the King ow in North Row. 
‘The Moderator concluded in prayer, . 


belie Thomas Davis of Reading, preached a Secino in the 
evening, from P/. li. 2, 
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The State cof the Affociated Churches of Kent and Suffer, 


1791. 


names are in ltalic,) 


CHURCHES. MESSENGERS. 


ASHFORD, John Scott, 


William Vidler, 
William Athby, 


BATTLE, 


William Atwood, 
William Kennett, 


FOLKSTONE, 
William Mills, 


Thomas Purdy, 
John Cook, 


John Lawrence, 


Jofeph Middleton, . 
David Gilbert, 
Matthew Hunter, 


LEWES, 


Wi lliam Coping, 
Samuel Burt, 
Jofeph Fowle, - 


SANDHURST, 


SMARDEN, 


Samuel Efpenett, 
{ Thomas 


WIVELSFIELD,  - - Henry Booker, - 
BRIGHTHELMSTON, Thomas Vine, 


TENTERDEN, 


BESSELL's GREEN, - { 
ROTHERFIELD, - Villiam Coe, ~ 


Increafe 25. 


| Addition. Diminution. 
bpt.|lett.|ref. 
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3 
pet 
16 
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27 
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The €IRCULAR LETTER. 


The Papers, Minifters, and Meffingers, to the feveral Churches which 
they. reprefent, fend Chriftian falutation, 
Holy brethren, pereakers of the heavenly 


Tne’ gracious and mercifal providence of our covenant God, havr- 


é ing brought us together once more, as minifters and meffengers of the 


, Tefpeétive churches, whom we have the honor to reprefent ; we think 
it our duty to ufe every method, that may conduce to your fpiritual 
profit and edification ; and as the difcuffion of fome particular queftion 
_ or doétrine in divinity has been thought expedient on thefe occafions, 
_. the doétrine that now calls for your attention, is that of ADOPTION : 
a doétrine of infinite impertance tothe comfort, and eftablifhment of 
the children of God, if rightly underftood. It cannot however, be 
expeéted that we fhauld treat .wpon this fubjeét in all the different 
parts of it, within the compafs of our cireular ones 


_If we confider i it, firft, as an immanent ad of the divine will, from 
eternity, in which, the elect were given to Chrift, under the relation 
and character of fons, and*thildren; ftanding in an eternal and indif- 
foluble bond of union, ahd relation to the Lord Jefus Chrift, as the | 
firft born among many brethren, Rom. viii. °29. Jehovah confidering 
them as fons in his predeftination of them, Eph. i. 5. Andon which 
very account he fends the fpirit of his fon into their hearts, to witnefs 
the truth of their adoption, and tm enable thet to plead it, by calling 


God their fathey, Gal. iv..6. confiders them as fons in every con- 
|. dition, even when at the greateft diftance from him, as wellas when 


¢alled by his grace. See Ifa. xliii. 6. and "John xi. 52. This ap- 
pears by the réafons of Chrift’s incarnation, becaufe ‘the children © 
* were partakers of flefh and blood, he alfo himfelf likewife took 
part of the fame.” Heb. ii. 14. We being, in covenant, the fons, 
and daughters of the. Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 18. It was neceflary,, 
that (Chrift, our elder brother, fhould wear the jame nature with us. 
If we confider thefe things, we may well cry, ‘¢ Behold, what manner 
« of love the father hath beftowed vpen us, that we fhould be called 


ue @ the fons of God’s Johg, i. Tobe a more tl.an to be 
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a faint, as one obferves ; How highly ought the children of God, then, 
to think of this great privilege. Yet, we are not to confider ourfelves 
to be fons in that fenfe, in which our Lord Jefus Chrift is faid to be 
the fon of God: he is God’s own fon; his proper fon; the fon of his 
nature ; his only begotten fon.; John i. 18. Weare his adopted fons ; 
adepted into his family, by an act of fpecial grace; and favour, and are 
in fuch a relation to Chrift, as to be heirs, and joint heirs with him, 
Rom. viii. 17. And the father is faid to love us, as he loves Chrift 
himi{elf, John xvii. 23. If thefe things were not recorded in_ the 
{criptures, we fhould think them too great, and too good to be true. 


But if we confider this doétrine, fecondly, as God’s a& in time, 
manifefting, and making known our adoption, by fending his holy 
{pirit, as a {pirit of adoption into our hearts, crying Abba father, Rom. 
viii, 15. Gal. iv. 6. it will appear to be marvellous grace indeed ! 
This is that new name, that none knows but he who receives it, Rev. 
— di, 27, This is that peculiar fpirit, which is called the {pirit of his fon, 
Gal. iv. 6. That fpirit, which the fon of God enjoyed under his dolo- 
rous fufferings, and on which familiar term he lays fo peculiar an em- 
phafis, in his agony in Gethfemane’s garden. See Mark xiv. 36.— 
This is that fpirit of adoption which is oppofed to a fpirit of bondage, 
Rom: viii. 15. It frees the foul from the flavith fear of hell, in pro- 
_ portion as it is received. It opens a divine communication between God 
and the foul. It gives a fpiritual turn to the affections» It.makes duty 
eafy and pleafant, and confiders it as a privilege. It retonciles to the 
crofs of Chrift. It fubjeéts the crooked and ftubborn temper of our. 
minds to God’s fovereign pleafure, not fo much to talk of it, as to ex- 
emplify the power of it in our temper and conduct. It fills us with 
unfpeakable love to the perfon of our Lord Jefus Chrift. It makes us 
willing to do, and fuffer any thing for him that he requires, and com- 
mands. It fills us with love to the brethren. It begets an efteem for 
_ the minifters, and fervants of Chrift. A high regard for ordinances, 
A profound refpe& for the do€trines of the gofpel. _ And a fincere at- 
tachment to the fcriptures of truth which contain thefe things. The 
|pirit of bondage is veverfe to all this. So that we may fee the excel- 
lency of the /pirit of adoption by contrafling it with its oppofite. All 
which will appear from the following confiderations. | 


sft. The fpirit of adoption is attended with true faving faith, 
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For weare-all the children of God by faith in Chrift. Jefus,”, Gal. 
fii, is, manifefted and declared to be fo; for thofé who re- 
ecive Chrift, have power or privilege to:-become the. fons of God, even 
thofe who believe on his name. See Johni. 12. This true faving 
faith realizes Chrift iw all his benefits; brings them home to our fouls, 


‘and makes them our own: it introduces a freedom and intercourfe with 


God hiinfelf,.by;claiming our relation as fons, pleading it ina way of 
believing; but more efpecially. when the faints are fealed vith the holy 


fpivitof ‘promife, »which is after they believe, chey have then the ear- 


neft of their inheritance, Eph,, 13, 14, That inheritance they are 
entitled. to as, adopted fons, and which they have a more clear and fa- 


tisfa€tory, view of than before, which is afcertained to their fouls by the 


fpirit of God, as the fpirit of adoption, Now the want of this leaves 
a man like a “‘flave beneath the throne.”” Nothing but the-whip:can keep 
him in any tolerable degree of awe ; and if the whip be out of fight, his 
religion will be fuperficial ; nor will the precious truths of God, ever 
faften on his foul, to produce any gracious fruits; becaufe he confiders 
the do€trines of the gofpel, exprefied at the head of our letter, as mat- 
ters of opinion only, which he has no.objeétion to, but not as matters 
Of faith received by the fpirit of God, as a fpirit of adoption, into the 
foul of a true believer. Now this is the rcafon why fome think, that 


truth believed, however good in itfelf; is not fufficient to influence toa 


virtuous and_pious conduct, or to regulate the fpirits, and tempers of 
profefiors. Not confidering, that /andlification of the /pirit,and belief 
of the truth,. are cemented together, fee 2 Thef, ii. and that Chritt 
fays, John xvii. 17. “* fan@ify them through thy truth.” _ 1f therefore 
there be a deficiency in our conduét, their is a deficiency in our faith. 


‘Men att according to what they really think, and believe, though not 


always according to what they profefs, If a man has received the fpirit 
of adoption into his foul, his conduét will be upright, becaufe he has 


the love of the truth contrary to thofe méntioned in 2 Thef. ii. 


19, who ate faid not to receive it in this manner ; all fuch. will be cri- 
tically, and ingenioufly wicked under the bighett profeffion of mora- 
fity and it has been remarked, that the groffett falls of _proftffors have 
arifen from, thofe who have feemed the 'moft fcrupulous, which can be 
‘counted for on no other ground, than the want of that faith, by which 


_ We, are manifeftly Known to be the adopted children of God 5 which 
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: adly. That the fpirit of adoption, as oppofed to a legal fpirit, is al- 
ways attended with frue and genuine~holine/s, Thole who are privi- 
leged to become the fons of God by adoption, receive fuch a fpiritual 
birth, as lies at the foundation of all thofe holy, and {pritual aétings 
of the foul, which they are enabled to put forth, under the divine in- 
fluences of that fame bleffed fpirit, whe is the author. of them. Se 
that they may betruly faid to be ‘* born of God,” Johni, 13. And 
have fuch immortal principles formed in their fouls by the fame fpirit, 
that ferbid them to love, cherifh; or take any delight infin, In this 
fenfe, “ the fons of God are led by the fpirit of God,” Rom. viii. 


34. which fpirit, is a fpirit of holine/s, Rom. i, 4. and always leads 


to that which is ftriétly fo. If they were led only by their own 
fpirit, they would be like other men; but this elevates them to the 
noble character of children, heirs, and fons of God ! and an infpired 
apoftle thinks this a good argument againft fin, when he writes to the 
people of God, that they fin not, he {peaks to them under the en- 
dearing character of children, little children, * my little children,” 
their ftanding in fuch a relation to God, as their covenant God and 
father, and to his minifters as their fpiritual fathers, are ftrong incens 
tives toa truly gracious foul, to perfevere in holinefs of heart, lip, and 


‘life. If a child of God under temptation doubts his fonthip or adop- 


tion, he is injured in that which is the very foul, and finew of all his 
obedience ; therefore, it is not to be wondered at, that Satan ftruck.fo 


_ hard at Chrift himfelf in this matter, with his cruel If thou be the 


fon of God! Matt. iv. 6. So far as fatan may be permitted to prevail 
againft the adopted fons of God, with his cruel #/s, fo far he prevails 


to weaken that fpring which ftimulates the faints to all gra- 


cious, holy, and pious actions. ‘Now, no legalift has fuch a fpring to’ 
weaken. The principles and motions that induce him to an outward 
walk, and conduét, are very different ; they allcenter in felf. The 
pirit OF adoption is a bleffing of the covenant of grace. It is one of 
the things of Chrift, which the holy fpirit is faid to thew to us. See 
John xvi. 14, sie the Holy Ghoft,; will never abufe his charge, 


-by thewing fuch things as thefe to the legalift, as fuch, to feed his 


pride, and vanity, and eftablith his felf-righteoufnets ; therefore, fuch 
a one can never be holy, whatever pretention he may make ; becaufe he 
has not that which is the fpring and fource of all holinefs, viz. the 


- fpirit we have now been defcribing. Which will lead us, 
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' gilly, ‘Tro thew, that this bleffed fpirit of adoption, as oppofed to a 
Spirit of bondage, is attended with true humility and real dignity, Hy- 
amility and dignity, pride and meannefs go together. A child, an heir, 
cannot forget, that he is no more a fervant, (or one of a fervile {pirit) 
but a fon, Gal. iv. 7, Such an idea entertained in a gracious heart, 
undér the influences of the Holy Ghoft, will produce dignity, and pro- 
Pray of condué ; and will be a fecurity againft every bafe, vile, and 
unworthy aftion. And at the fame time, it will keep fuch a perfon 
humble, and low in his own eyes, becaufe he knows that ‘his adop- 
tioris a fovereign a€t of difcriminating grace, and that there is no 
left for boalting. He. does glory, it is true, but ‘not like the 
proud man, who glories in himfelf, but like the humble man, who 
glories only in the Lord, 1 Cor. 3 ft. This was the cafe with the poor 
prodigal, he had a fenfe of dignity, in the depth of his poverty, he 


could not forget that he had a tender, and an indulgent father, who 
. ‘was truly his father, notwithftanding he had been an’ undutiful fon to- 


wards him; he does not think lightly of this relation to his father, 


nor does he fuppofe that his miferable fituation would have any weight 
‘with his father, independent of this endearing relation ; but is deter- 
‘mined to plead this, as the firft, and principal thing, by ufing the ap- 

\ ‘pellation of father, before he proceeds to make any confeffions, or afk — 
any favour. ‘This true dignity of fpirit is peculiar to God’s adopted 
fons. If the prodigal had never thoughit of this relation, he had con- 
tinued with his fwine, to his dying day. Now in this man, we have 
a ftriking inftance of true humility, though a fon, he does not think 
himfelf worthy of any fuch charaéter, or relation ; which is 
true of all the adopted children of God. , Yea, he withés to be made as 
one of the hired fervants: but this plea is not to’be admitted, the fa- 
ther prevents his making it, by calling for thebeft robe, &c, Sec 
Luke xv. 18,22. Our covenant God, and father, will always make 
_. @ proper diftinétion between children, and fetvants ; however froward 


| fome of his children may appear to be, yet he has other ways of chaftif- 


ing them, than by difinheriting them, and making them no other-— 
wife than hired fervants. But thofe who are not the adopted fons oF 
‘God, ‘have a very different father, whofe (pirit they imbibe, and are. 
the very image of him, for they are of him, even of their father thé 
devil, for they do-his works, and imbibe hig fpirit 5 now, this is a 
“fpirit of pride, and meannefé, in in oppofition to what we ‘have been | 
pride, im that they feorn, and the fovereign 
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ef God, which. ifcriminates his fons, sad heirs from other men, 
becaufe it is inconfiftent with thofe haughty notions they entertain | 
of their own fuffigiency; meannefs, in that they can make themfelyes | 
fubfervient to the wills, and humours of their fellow worms,- ra- 
ther then regard the fole will and pleafure of that God, who is ca- 
pable. of filling their fouls, and making them completely happy in 

himfelf.q No, they cannot regard this God as their father, becaufe 
they have,a father who is net in heaven, but a father whofe ap- 
pointed refidence isin hell! John viii. 44. Awful as this may 
feem, it is true, Nor can fuch ever arife to anf higher fpirit than 
this, who never received the fpirit of adoption. » Again, 


 gthly, T his bleffed fpirit of ds oppofed to.a fpirit of 
bondage, is attended with unaffeéted, and undiffembled Jove to the 
brethren. All who are born of God, or born of the fpirit, as a 
fpirit of adoption, “ love not only him that begot, but him alfo wha 
is begotten of him,” fee John v, 1. There isa ftronger, and 


nearer tie of relationfhip betwee, two adopted fons of God, than | 


there is between any natural refationthip fuftained in this life; for 
the grave diffolves all of this kint, but neither death, nor the grave 
can diffolve the relation that fubfifis between two adopted fons and 
heirs of God. There may, it is true, be very ftrong teligious at- 
tachment between perfons making profeffion of the fame faith with 
ourfelyes, without any thing of the fpirit of a loption ; and there 
may be fome works of mercy, and charity performed in a religious 
way on this account, without this excellent fpirit we are: now {peak- 
thg of ; but it all centers in felf, and is the offspring of the fpirit of 
bondage. We naturally love our dear felves, and confequently we 
love thofe who love us, which is peculiar to the vileft, and loweft of 
characters, fee Matt. v. 46, And this may be the cafe under a very 
high profeffion of fanstity ; hence what bitter envyipgs and ftrife, are 
fometimes found among thofe who make the higheft pretentions to 
religion! The truth of the matter is this: felf was at the botton of 
all their love, and felf is now. at tlie bottom of all their hate. Not 
fo the adopted fons of God, for though they may unhappily difagree, 
and grieve each other; yet there is fuch a bond of*funion, and fuch - 
' a firm cementing of their hearts and affeélions together, under the 
influence of this fpirit of adoption, that he muft be’ a very ignorant’ 


| man in divine things, who cannot fee fomething of the ene of 
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this exeéllent, and godlike fpirit, in fome of their warmeft con. _ 
tentions;' The truth is, two adopted fons can underftand one an- 
other, ‘having received the fame fpirit ; but an adopted fon, anda 
legalift are’ as’ barbarians to each other. It is the principle upon 
_ Whiel the adopted fons of God aét in their works of mercy and 
charity towards their brethren, that Chrift will take fo much notice _ 
of: at the great judgment day; becaufe he’ confiders thefe works 
done towards his ‘brethren, as done to himfelf, Matt. xxv. 40. It. 
is’ true, thefe’ adopted fons lay no great ftrefs upon thofe works of 
theirs; for it: feems, they had forgot them: on the contrary, the 
Jegalifts lay fo great a’ ftrefs upon their works, that they’challenge 
Chrift himfelf to point out wherein they bad been deficient in any 
part of thei, ver. 44. What! legalifts never perform works of. 
mercy and charity ?, Yea, they have done many mighty works, and 
_ thefe are none of the leaft: yea, they have fometimies (notwithftand- 
‘ing all their covétoufnefs) fuffered themfelves to be defrauded of their 
property to a large amount by deceivers, to the great injury of them- 
felves and families ; though they have greatly flighted the real faints, 
and people of God, at the fame time : and at other times, they have 
relieved the adopted fons of God, as well as other people, when they 
| have come in their way ; but never as adopted children, under the 
7 influence of the fpirit’ of adoption ; and ‘unlefs we could conceive, 
that there was fo much merit in the att of relieving a diftreffed obje& 
as fuch, as to deferve eternal glory and bleffednefs, we can never fup- 
_ pofe it will meet with any fuch approbation of Chrift, ‘as that which 
dire&ted to-himfelf alone, which legalifts never can attain to.— 
_ ‘Therefore, Chrift fays, “* Infomuch as ye did it not to one of the 
© leaft of thefe, ye didit notto me,” ver. 4s. Whatever the le- 
_» galift may be faid to have done, he never did it as unto Chrift; he 
_, could as foop- take a world as dofuch a thing as this. Whatever he 
did, he did it to himfelf, either for his own pleafure, or to procure 
eternal life and happinefs. There ean be no Jove to an adopted fon; 
but as’ we receive the fame fpirit ‘with him; and fuch as arife 
from this, and no other, will meet with Chrift’s approbation another 
bondage, i is | 


of dectention in‘seligion, and fecure him from w defe6tion 


<i 


| 
> 
. 
. 
y 
po 
£4 
> 


the fame, 28 would iffue in a thameful apoftaey which foretimes: 
happens to the great reproach of the truth, and the ways of God; for 
be it remembered ‘“ he who is only a fervant, and not a fon, abideth 
‘¢ not in the houfe for ever,” John viii, 35. © When fuch apoftatize 
they manifeftly thew, they never had the fpirit of a fon, but only that 
of a fervant, they were ftrangers in Chrift’s family, they were ** de~ 
** tained before the Lord, like Doeg the Edomite,’’ 1 Sam. xxi. 7. 
They are. always deceitful, and fometimes mifchievous among the 
children ; ‘till either death, or their apoftacy turn them out of doors, 
Not fo the adopted fons of God, for though they may fall, and fome- 
times grievoufly, fo as to need a {econd converfion, like Peter, Luke 
xxii. 32, Yet never to nced.a fecond regeneration ; the holy fpirit © 
works upon that fame principle wrought in their fouls when they 
were firft regenerated, and does not form any other; they know, alfo 
what fpirit they received when they were firft brought to cry Abba 
father, and it is on this principle the holy fpirit works their reftora- 
tion, and recovery, as is manifeft from the manner in’ which they 
are addreffed in their backfliding ftate,. ‘ as dear fons, and pleafant 
children,” Ju. xxxi. And where the Lord himfelf feems to 
reafon with himfelf, how he fhould put fuch as thefe among the chil- 
dren ; he refolves the difficulty by faying, They fhould call him fa- 
_ ther, .and this fhould be fecurity for their not turning away from him 
ifi future. See Jer. iii. 19. Children are to be treated as children, 
fiaves as flaves. If faints ever fee the evil nature of fin, it is under 
the influence of the fpirit of adoption. If God fays, ‘* return, ye 
“back fliding children ;”? their anfwer is, behold, we come unto 
thee,’ Jer. iii. 224 then they repent, fmite upon their thigh, 
and are afhained and confounded before the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 19.— 
And this is the beft fecurity for their conduct in future. Both before 
their backfliding, and afier their recovery from fuch.a ftate, “they 
“follow the Lord, as dear children,’”? Eph. v. 1. which the legalift, 
as fuch, never does at any time : further, this bleffed — of tat 
tion, ‘as oppofed toa {puit does 

and laftly,. Difcover in enabling thofe ‘have re= 
ceived it, #0 truft their covenant God, and father with all their tempos 


 » » ral concerus, and affairs, in regard to the things of this world. The 


adepted fons. of God haye their afflictions, of a temporal, as well.as 
ef. a fpiiitual nature; etherwife they would be baftards, and not 
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fons. See Heb. xii. 7, 8. But they confider that their heavenly fa. 
ther knows that they have need of temporal mercies, Matt. vi, 


32. they * ta refer themfelves to his wife difpofal in thefe mat. 
ters, whilft the Efau’s of this world, live by their wits, their quiver 


> nd their bow ; the adopted children live by faith in regard to tempo- 


ral, as well as {pifttual concerns, Their temporal mercies are to 
them, as one expreffes it, ‘‘ Ifaacs, fons of laughter.” They come 
in an.unexpected way and manner, They fee God in them, and.’ 
tafte of the fweetnefs of the promifes in the enjoyment of them.— 
They are to them fpiritual mercies, though the things themfelves are 
‘po other than temporal concerns. But the legalift’s heart js fwollen 
swith pride, in the reception of thefe bleffings, and overwhelmed with 
forrow in the want of them, fuch a forrow that works death, 2 Cor, 
Vue 100 a 


__ Now brethren, we with you to enjoy this divine, and heaven-born 
{pirit of adoption, in oppofition to what we have now been contraft. 
ing, as contrary toit, Then we fhall bring forth fruit, not to our- 
felves, butto God. Then we fhall know, not only what the fons of 
God enjoy in this life, but fhalk have a tafte of thofe pleafures which 
, are referved forms in another, and better ftate ; according to the words 
of an infpired apoftle, “* Beloved now are we the fons of God, 
** and it doth not yet appear what we fhall be: but we know, that 
*¢ when he fhall appear, we fhall be like him; for we fhall fee him © 
« as he is,” iii, 2. Towhom be glory for 


Signed, on behalf of the Affembly, by 
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